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TAKING CHARGE OF OUR FUTURE

JULY 7, 2009
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ÅSummarize the LUCE policy framework

ÅEstablish a concept of public benefits as a 

means for satisfying community needs

ÅDevise a means for controlling growth and 

measuring success

Our purpose tonighté
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OVERVIEW OF THE LUCE 

POLICY FRAMEWORK
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The LUCE Strategy Framework would preserve our Cityôs character, enhance 

transportation systems, expand healthcare services, maintain our quality of life, 

encourage creative arts and small businesses, increase mobility for all who live, 

work and visit here and ensure the long-term social, economic and environmental 

sustainability.
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New Roadmap

As change occurs, the LUCE would 

ensure that Santa Monica becomes a 

better place by:

×Identifying maximum allowable 

envelopes and heights

×Implementing policies to reduce 

future traffic and manage 

transportation

×Setting limits for where, when & how 

much change in the future

The current General Plan is 25 years old

LUCE ïAchieving the Community Vision 
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Direction from Council, Commission & Community 

× Change must result in a better 
Santa Monica for everyone

×Must maintain unique beach 
community character and scale

× City must provide better 
transportation and help people 
move around more easily by 
achieving ñno net new tripsò

× Santa Monicans must have an 
ongoing role in the future of 
their community
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LUCE: A balanced and integrated strategy developed with 

the community for the next 20 years

Six Framework Elements:

ÁNeighborhood Conservation 
and Enhancement

ÁReducing Future Traffic 
Congestion

ÁCoordinating Land Use with 
Public Transit 

ÁMeeting Community Needs with 
Public Benefits  

ÁPlacemaking through quality 
Urban Design

ÁA Sustainable Santa Monica

LUCE Strategy Framework 
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× Conserving 100% of Santa Monica 

Neighborhoods

× Limiting future change to areas 

adjacent to transit (i.e. 6% of City)

× Historic Preservation Strategies 

× Design criteria to ensure character, 

provide open space and create 

ñgreen connections citywide

LUCE conserves single-family and multi-

family residential districts, and beach 

district

LUCE Strategy Framework 

Neighborhood Conservation
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Single Family 
Neighborhoods

Areas of Preservation

No ChangeïNeighborhoods Preserved 

Single Family Neighborhoods
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Single Family 
Neighborhoods

Multifamily 
Neighborhoods

No ChangeïResidential Neighborhoods Preserved 

Multi-Family Neighborhoods

Areas of Preservation
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Single Family 

Neighborhoods

Multifamily 

Neighborhoods

Neighborhood 

Commercial

No ChangeïNeighborhood Commercial  

Neighborhood Commercial

Areas of Preservation
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Single Family 

Neighborhoods

Multifamily 

Neighborhoods

Neighborhood 

Commercial

Institutions and 

Parks

No ChangeïInstitutions & Parks  

Institutions & Parks

Areas of Preservation
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Single Family 

Neighborhoods

Multifamily 

Neighborhoods

Neighborhood 

Commercial

Institutions and 

Parks

Beach and 

Oceanfront

No Change Beach and Oceanfront   

Beach & Oceanfront

Areas of Preservation
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Single Family 

Neighborhoods

Multifamily 

Neighborhoods

Neighborhood 

Commercial

Institutions and 

Parks

Beach and 

Oceanfront

Industrial 

Conservation

No ChangeïIndustrial Conservation   

Industrial Conservation 

Areas of Preservation
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Single Family 

Neighborhoods

Multifamily 

Neighborhoods

Neighborhood 

Commercial

Institutions and 

Parks

Beach and 
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No ChangeïDev Agreement Sites & Business Park

Development Agreement &
Business Park
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Wilshire Blvd.

LUCE Focus Areas 

Wilshire 
Activity Center

Santa Monica
Boulevard

Broadway

Colorado

Pico Boulevard

Ocean Park 
Boulevard

Bergamot 
Transit Village

Mixed-Use
Creative
Memorial Park 

BOULEVARDS

DISTRICTS
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Downto
wn

Mixed-
Use
Creative

Memoria
l Park 
Activity 
Center

Bergamo
t 
Transit 
Village

Integrated Land Use & Transportation 

× Activity centers located at EXPO transit stations and 
transit crossroads

× Housing and jobs located near transit

×ñCompleteòneighborhoods within walking/biking 
distance of retail services.

× Shifting away from regional commercial

× Locating residential along transit corridors
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Transportation ïAchieving No Net New Trips

× Take advantage of the EXPO light 
rail

Å At-grade alignment

Å Stations, Plazas

Å Downtown Terminus

× Establish Impact Fees ïNexus 
Study

× Implement aggressive TDM 
Districts for existing and new 
vehicle trips

× Reduce new commercial trips 50%

× Deploy state-of-the-art 
Transportation Model

Å Accurately forecasts travel patterns 
and trips

Å Monitors on-going activities


